Letter to The Editor of Post and Courier

In response to the editorial about “Remembering Historical Figures Via School Names”. I wrote:

--------------------------

I must applaud the editor, writers and staff for such a wonderful article

on 'Remembering the history behind school names'. I am Mary Alice Person

LaSaine's Great-Grandson. I was one of the family members that came down

during the announcement of Murray-LaSaine day at Murray-LaSaine

Elementary. I am also my family's chief genealogist.

Knowing the lives and hardships of my ancestors, has empowered me with a

sense of obligation and stirred a passion to help others. I think having

this knowledge, is beautiful. It's beautiful knowledge.

I agree whole-heartedly that more schools should be named after people

that have made an impact on their communities. And the students should be

encouraged to discover and share their roots and strive to change their

world one bit at a time. Studying history and genealogy helps shows us the

power of change in a very real way. We can vividly see how one small

decision in the past, can affect us all.

I well up with tears when I reflect upon the contributions that so many

have made in the past, but are now forgotten. I think we need to reverse

this trend. They allowed us to be, how can we forget them so easily?

I hope Murray-LaSaine Elementary stays with us for years to come. If my

school is ever in danger of no longer educating our children, I'd finance

it privately if I had the money. It's a part of me now, a part of us.

Strange.. I never even met my g-great grandmother, but I love her. And I

love her for her never-ending and tireless devotion to educating the

youth. She never did it for some political gain. She did it because she

cared. Her headstone reads, "THE END AND THE REWARD OF TOIL IS REST" She

didn't expect anything at all other than to make this world a better

place. One student at a time.

-- Reginald V. Finley Sr

admin@familyoriginstree.com
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